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Spring River Cleanup: Dan
Greene & Carolyn Tolliver
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Kayaker's Run - Plainwell
7-ot.

What is so fair as a day in June -
on the Kalamazoo River - in
kayaks? A new paddling oppor-
tunity adds to the diversity of
trails and parks in this area.

The new kayak livery (Old Alle-
gan Canoe Rental, 110 Water
Street) in Plainwell is officially
open and recently was checked
out by Brad Deneau (Plainwell
City Planner), Rick Updike
(Plainwell Department of Public
Works Superintendent), Donna
Treloar, Patricia Fenn and
Donna Hackman (all KRWC
members).

Jim Bailey, the livery manager,
took us and our rented kayaks to
Jerry Rinehart's boat launch at
1025 D Avenue, and we began
our float on the Kalamazoo
River to Plainwell. Most of the
river is just perfect for floating.
A few log jams and rills make it
interesting, but for the most part
the main interest is in the wild

shoreline — a wonderful re-
treat right here in southwest
Michigan. It was too late in
the day to see deer, but we did
see a bald eagle, a pileated
wood-pecker, four Great Blue
Herons - both still and flying,
two gaggles of geese, and six
adolescent mallards following
their mother upstream.

The trees and flowers along the
banks were lovely - making us
feel both luxurious and snug.
It was good to see a number of
Dutch elms thriving among the
wild cherries, mulberries, red-
buds, maples, the white trunks
of the sycamores peeking
through the catalpas, box eld-
ers, and several large and lush
bouquets of poison ivy.

Near Plainwell, we encoun-
tered the remains of the Old
Plainwell Diversion Dam.
This dam was erected in 1856
to divert the water from the

Kalamazoo River into the
Plainwell Mill Race that was
dug at this same time to
power mills in the town. At
its peak the race provided
power for eleven mills in-
cluding the first paper mill in
Plainwell.

We chose not to portage or
shoot the dam which would
lead us to Plainwell's
Sherman Park for take out,
but to take the old mill race
to the left of the dam. This
way would take us to Pell
Park where the canoe livery
is located. The take-out here
is pretty difficult, as the
bank is about four feet high.
Plainwell City is awaiting
permission from DEQ to put
up a dock.

We had a great adventure. Donna Hackman, Brad Deneau, Donna
Treloar, Rick Updike, and Jim Bailey.

The canoe that Ken Sarkozy built
Ken Sarkozy recently talked about the construction of his
beautiful cloth covered canoe at the Downstreamers monthly
meeting in the Arcus Depot. His boat was made from a design
kit made by Monford Associates of Westport Island, Maine.
This construction method consists of heat shrink Dacron fabric,
KevlarRoving, structural Epoxy, and Hot Melt Adhesive trans-
fer film tape. The wood was purchased locally. For more in-
formation - www.gaboats.com
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Special points of interest:
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26th—see page 2
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Kalamazoo River and Portage Creek cleanups
We had a great crowd of ambitious vol-
unteers for our spring cleanups. There
were several groups in the water and on
the banks of the Kalamazoo River. We
helped out the City in cleaning up the
new Jack Coombs Trail and River West
Sculpture Park. A ton of Garlic Mustard
was removed from the river banks along
with trash. The Portage Creek was made
more navigable. Try going upstream
from the mouth of the Portage Creek, and
now you will find the paddle much easier
due to the hard work of our cleanup crew.

Photographs taken by volunteer profes-
sional photographer Mark Cassino.

Another River Cleanup Starts in July
A recent article in the Sheboygan
(Wisconsin) Press by Eric Litke previews
what might be in the offing for the Kala-
mazoo River. The dredging of the PCB-
contaminated Sheboygan River will get
underway this summer. Work is starting
now on a 3.4 mile stretch between dams,
which was designated a federal Super-
fund site in 1984.

Workers will remove 30,000 tons of con-
taminated sediment using two hydraulic
dredges mounted on one boat. The sedi-

ment will be dried out in semi-permeable
tubes six feet high and hundreds of feet
long, and the dry soil will be shipped to a
land fill. The water runoff will be purified
using the sand and carbon filters and re-
turned to the river.

The goal is to bring the PCB level to 0.5
parts per million. Most of the stretch
being dredged has 2 to 5 parts per mil-
lion, and some pockets have as high as
100 parts per million. Sediment with
more than 50 parts per million is feder-

ally regulated. Contaminated spoils will
be transported to Michigan for disposal!

The EPA, which is coordinating the pro-
ject, says people who touch or ingest
contaminated sediment or water may be
at risk from PCBs and other heavy met-
als.

The Wisconsin DNR will likely not lift
the long-standing advisory on fish con-
sumption until the fish have been moni-
tored for many years.

Kanoe the Kazoo with the Kalamazoo River Watershed Council

Stephen Hamilton, KRWC president and
professor at MSU, will be leading a float
down the Kalamazoo River on Saturday,
August 26, 9:00 AM.

The starting point will be at the launch
site at Fort Custer State Recreational
Area near Augusta, and we will float to
Galesburg.

Approximate time: three hours.

This is a largely undeveloped reach lined
with mature floodplain forest and only
occasional homes towards the end. Wild-
life is abundant and the scenery is beauti-
ful.

Everyone is invited to join the float.

Call our headquarters to RSVP or for
more information. Be sure to BYOB
(bring your own boat). 269 978 4606
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I would like to help the Kalamazoo River Watershed Council
work towards a sustainable Kalamazoo River

I've enclosed my donation of: $

FREE T-SHIRT WITH YOUR DONATION*
Name Email:

Address,

City State Zip.

Remember we are a 501 (C)3 Tax Deductible Organization

Send to: KRWC 408 E Michigan Ave, Kalamazoo Ml 49007

* come by our office for your T-shirt!

Chinese Scientist Visit
Dr. Wang Hua of the Jiangsu Provincial
Academy of Environmental Sciences,
Peoples Republic of China, made a visit
to KRWC headquarters recently. Her
main objectives were to learn: (1) How
did the pollution of the Kalamazoo River
arise in the past? and (2) How can the
Chinese learn from our experiences and
avoid doing the same?

The visit was organized under the aus-
pices of the U.S. Department of State's
International Visitor Leadership Program.

KRWC Board Member, Don Brown, took
Dr. Wang Hua on afield trip to help an-
swer her questions.

Chinese seek to reduce river
pollution

Jeff Spoelstra,
Vice President of
KRWC, used com-
puter maps and
images to better
inform Dr. Wang
Hua and other
visitors about the
Kalamazoo River
and its tributaries.

Michigan Heritage Water Trail under development

Efforts to develop a Michigan Heritage
Water Trail on the Kalamazoo River con-
tinue, with reconnaissance trips con-
ducted this summer across the watershed.

The KRWC is focusing its initial efforts
on the river in Kalamazoo County, where
we have identified five half-day trips
between Clark Road (just upstream of the
county line) and Plainwell.

Natural and cultural features of interest

are being compiled and marked on maps,
with assistance by Dr. David Lemberg of
Western Michigan University.

A guidebook will be produced in print
and on the web that details each trip, and
occasional signs along the river will indi-
cate key landmarks.

Eventually the trail would extend from
well above Battle Creek to the mouth of
the river, and it could include navigable

tributaries as well as the main channel.

In other parts of Michigan, these Water
Trails have become magnets for tourism
and recreation, benefiting communities
along the rivers.

KRWC sees this project as another step
towards highlighting the recreational and
aesthetic values of the Kalamazoo River,
which has great potential that is only
beginning to be appreciated.
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Turtles in the Kalamazoo River
Two species of turtles that are
commonly seen in the Kalama-
zoo River, but not so often on
other local waterbodies, are the
spiny softshell turtle (Apalone
spinifera) and the common map
turtle (Graptemys geograpnica).

The softshell turtle, which is
sometimes called the pancake
turtle, has a flat, rubbery, soft
shell with small dark spots, mak-
ing it quite distinctive.

They are excellent swimmers
and tend to bask out of water
less than other turtles, although
they can be especially conspicu-
ous baskers in the spring. Soft-
shell turtles can rapidly bury
themselves in sand, and may

leave only the long, thin snout in
view.

Softshell turtles eat crayfish, in-
sects, tadpoles, and occasionally
small fish. They will aggres-
sively defend themselves by bit-
ing and clawing you if picked
up.

More information and images of
softshell turtles can be found at
http://
animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/
accounts/information/
Apalone_spinifera. html

The map turtle is usually seen
basking on logs in the river. It
has shell patterns that resemble a
topographic map, and a slight
keel along the top of the shell.

Map turtles feed mainly on
snails, small clams, and crayfish.

They are shy and quickly vanish
from logs when approached.

Map turtles are described at
http://
animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/
accounts/information/
Graptemys_geographica.html

These and other turtles require
nest sites on land, and they are
often attracted to disturbed areas
such as sandy beaches and re-
cently graded roads and drive-
ways. Their eggs and hatchlings
are vulnerable and suffer losses
to predation, but somehow a few
survive to keep the populations
going.


